RE; DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR EXCEPTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT PA2013/01`70 – OPERATIONAL STOCKPILE OF FILL ON LOT5182 (213) DICKWARD DRIVE, TOWN OF DARWIN.

Further to his decision, the Minister for Lands. Planning and Environment has requested the applicant develop a Fill Removal and Revegetation Management Plan (FRRMP) that is to be submitted to the Development Consent Authority within 6 months. The works outlined in the required FRRMP are then required to be completed within a further 12 months.

If you require any additional information in relation to this matter please do not hesitiate to contact me via email: kirrily.chambers@nt.gov.au
Page One extract:

Peter Chandler, the Minister for Lands, Planning and the Environment, in pursuance of section 40(6) of the Planning Act, give notice that:

(a) I have in pursuance of section 40(2)(d), refused to grant an Exceptional Development Permit for Lot 5182 (213) Dick Ward Drive, Town of Darwin;

(b) an Exceptional Development Permit has been refused for the purpose of an operational stockpile of fill;

(c) the land is within Zone CN (Conservation) of the NT Planning Scheme, and the development proposed would otherwise be prohibited;

(d) copies of the Reasons for the Decision are available from the Office of the Department of Lands, Planning and the Environment, Ground Floor, Arnhemica House, 15 Parap Road, Parap.

PG Chandler

15/5/2014

Page Two extract:

I am not satisfied of this in relation to this proposal in this location as I believe that the integrity of the surrounding areas within Zone CN would be eroded during the period of any ongoing use for this purpose and as such the overall context and value of the zoning for the area in the longer term is likely to be detrimentally impacted. 

I am further not satisfied of this as any decision to allow the introduction of an industrial use, adjacent to, and with access through a low density residential community, in an area so proximal to sensitive vegetation communities with significant physical constraints, should in my view only be taken in the broader policy context and having regard to the longer term intentions for the locality.

The Reporting Body report includes 58 submissions all in opposition to the proposal indicating considerable community passion and identifying numerous and varied concerns...

Page Three extracts:

The concerns expressed by public submitters were shared in many instances by service authorities and government agencies with legislative responsibilities and expertise in relation to the particular matters raised.

Given the site's location in close proximity to sensitive vegetation communities, and the requirements of the Waste Management and Pollution Control Act and the Water Act, the operation of a stockpile had the potential to impact on each of the relevant environment protection objectives. The application does not adequately address the potential for off site environmental impacts having regard to these physical constraints and legislative obligations.

Page Four extracts:

the application does not in my opinion demonstrate sufficient merit to justify the use of land in close proximity to, and with vehicular access through. A low density residential community over unmade roads that intersect with pedestrian routes and linkages to recreation facilities and external services.

It is my opinion that the ongoing use of the sire as an operational stockpile will undermine and prejudice the integrity and ability of surrounding land to be retained and maintained to conserve and protect the flora, fauna and its natural character (the purpose of Zone CN (Conservation) of the NT Planing Scheme)

Page Five extract:

The safety implications for both pedestrians and vehicles of Minmarama Park as well as other road users of Dick Ward Drive are not addressed by the application other than to note that the applicant's view is there will be no notable strain on the local road network.
